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Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan is the EU’s reflects a political commitment to 
leave no stone unturned to take action against cancer. 

The aim of Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan is to tackle the entire disease 
pathway. It is structured around four key action areas where the EU can add 
the most value: (1) prevention; (2) early detection; (3) diagnosis and 
treatment; and (4) quality of life of cancer patients and survivors. 

With its policy objectives, supported by ten flagship initiatives and multiple 
supporting actions, the Cancer Plan will help Member States turn the tide 
against cancer. 

Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan is a key pillar of a stronger European Health 
Union and a more secure, better-prepared and more resilient EU. 

A Cancer Plan for Europe
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EU4Health programme and other EU instruments will provide substantial financial 
support with €4 billion to Member States in their efforts to make their health 
systems more robust and more able to address cancer. 

The Cancer Plan is based on a ‘Health in All Policies’ multi-stakeholder approach and 
is the result of an extensive consultation process. 

This will enable the Cancer Plan to tackle cancer drivers in our schools and in the 
workplaces, in research labs, in our towns and cities, and in our rural communities; 

Horizon Europe will fund research infrastructures, cloud computing and European 
Innovation Council actions. It will promote cooperation between the health industry, 
academia and other stakeholders to translate scientific knowledge into innovations 
that address prevention, diagnosis, treatment and management of diseases, including 
cancer. 

Driving change through knowledge and research 



The role of Member States

• MS are deemed key to the delivery of the Mission’s activities and to the achievement of 
the planned results by 2030. 

• Strong synergies with the national cancer plans which many (but not all) MS have 
adapted or will adapt in alignment with the EBCP and/or the Cancer Mission. 

• Significant variation between MS regarding the organisation of national and regional 
research programmes, health systems, setting of national cancer priorities and 
availability of necessary resources. 

• Aligning national and EU strategies essential to build synergies, enhance collaboration 
and increase impact yet ensuring implementation at the national level. 

• Mission implementation mirror groups in Belgium, Austria, Spain, Portugal



The 10 Flagships



Delivering higher-quality care 



Ensuring access to essential medicines and innovation 

The Pharmaceutical Strategy for Europe, and the 
announced reform of the basic pharmaceutical 
legislation.



Building on the promise of personalised medicine for cancer 
prevention, diagnosis and treatment 

Personalised cancer medicines can significantly 
improve prevention, detection and prognosis for 
cancer patients and can reduce the risk of adverse 
effects. They should be part of the future of cancer 
medicines.



IMPROVING THE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR CANCER PATIENTS, 
SURVIVORS, AND CARERS 

Thanks to advances in early detection, effective 
therapies and supportive care, survival rates have 
increased dramatically. The number of cancer 
survivors is growing every year, and is now estimated 
at over 12 million in Europe. 

In this context, we should no longer focus on ‘how 
long’ people live after diagnosis, but rather on ‘how 
well and how long’ they live. Europe’s Beating Cancer 
Plan aims not only to ensure that cancer patients 
survive their illness, but that they live long, fulfilling 
lives, free from discrimination and unfair obstacles. 



Why Survivorship Care is important?

We can estimate  that 5% of individuals in several European countries are living after a 
cancer diagnosis (e.g., 3.6 million in Italy, 20-25 millions in Europe).
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A large proportion of these 
people (e.g., 24% of cancer 
patients in Italy) are alive 15 or 
more years after diagnosis.

In green in the Figure



How many patients will be cured? - Cure Fraction
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Proportion of cancer cases who are 
expected to reach the same death rates of 
the general population.

It occurs when the relative survival curve 
becomes flat.

The dashed green line 
represents patients who will not 
die as a result of their cancerDal Maso et al. Int J Epid, 2020



There is an absolute need to ensure that cancer research includes Health’s related 
Quality of Life aspects.

• Long-term follow-up and survivorship including social consequences (Societal Acceptance, insurance, employment) 
and health economics aspects.

• Limited interdisciplinary research activity in the survivorship domain and a paucity of survivorship  research tools.
• Paucity of specific research programmes for children, adolescents and young adult survivors.
• Lack of research on the legal aspects of reintegration of cancer survivors back into society. (Right to be forgotten)
• Lack of knowledge of the stigma associated with cancer.
• Lack of specific research on survivorship support for patients and for patient empowerment.

Cancer survivorship research is a critical component of the overall cancer research activity in Europe.



Re-skilling and up-skilling

The Commission will foster its support to Member States in promoting re-skilling and up- skilling 
programmes to help cancer survivors re-join the labour market, with possible funding support from 
the European Social Fund Plus. 



Reducing Cancer Inequalities Across the EU



Thank you!

European Cancer Patient Coalition 
Avenue des Arts, 6

1210 Brussels, Belgium

www.ecpc.org I info@ecpc.org I + 32 (0) 2 721 41 14

@ECPCfb

@cancereu

@european-cancer-patient-coalition

kathi.Apostolidis@ecpc.org

https://www.facebook.com/ECPCfb/
https://twitter.com/cancereu
https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-cancer-patient-coalition/
http://www.ecpc.org/
mailto:info@ecpc.org




Thank you for your attention!

Francesco De Lorenzo

francesco.delorenzo@ecpc.org
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