


European Recommendation on 
screening

Francesco De Lorenzo



ECPC: Who are we?

• Largest European cancer patients' umbrella 

organisation established in 2003 with more 

than 450 members.

• We advocate for patients to be 

acknowledged as equal partners & co-creators 

of their own health

• We work for a Europe of equality, where all 

Europeans with cancer have timely & 

affordable access to the best treatment and 

care available, throughout their life
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New needs, new rights: CHALLENGES



Conquering Cancer: Mission Possible
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Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan



How is the EU approaching cancer screening?

The European Plan to Fight Cancer is a key pillar of 
a strong European Health Union

Population Screening: one of the ten flagship 
initiatives of the European Cancer Plan

Inequalities in access, quality and quality

diagnosis in the EU

Target: by 2025 to offer screening to 90% of the EU 
population eligible for breast, cervical and 
colorectal cancer screening.



Council Recommendation



Council Recommendation

Gastric Cancer:

Screening for Helicobacter pylori should be considered in those countries or regions inside countries with 

high gastric cancer incidence and death rates, according to thresholds to be defined in European guidelines 

with quality assurance. Screening should also address strategies for identification and surveillance of patients 

with precancerous stomach lesions unrelated to Helicobacter pylori infections.



Council Recommendation

This recommendation is a limited achievement since it leaves only ample room 

for ambition for those Member States wanting to move forward, that leaves and 

encourages others to invest in more piloting and implementation research.



This will be supported with funding from the EU4Health Programme, through which the 

Commission has already dedicated substantial funding for screening under the work programmes 

2021 and 2022 to the magnitude of EUR 38.5 million.

Following the adoption of the Recommendation, a further 38.5 million is planned under the work 

programme 2023 mainly to assist Member States with implementation of these new 

recommendations, including the development of European guidelines and Quality Assurance 

Schemes for the three new cancer sites (lung, prostate, gastric). 

EU4Health Programme: Funding



Thank you for your attention!
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